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Advanced Placement Biology is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester Introductory Biology course that you would complete on a college campus.  All students who take the course must also take the Advanced Placement Exam, which may allow students to obtain college credits for the course.  You will be expected to spend a great deal of time outside of regular class time, reading and reviewing past, current, and future material.  Your success will largely depend on how successfully you manage this.  

4 BIG Ideas
Big Idea 1:  The process of evolution drives the diversity and unity of life

Big Idea 2:  Biological systems utilize free energy and molecular building blocks to grow, to reproduce and to 


maintain dynamic homeostasis

Big Idea 3:  Living systems store, retrieve, transmit and respond to information essential to life processes

Big Idea 4:  Biological systems interact, and these systems and their interactions possess complex properties
GRADING

Your grade will be based on a points system, and are approximated below

· Tests and Quizzes 

~ Approximately 65% of final grade

· Labs 

~ Approximately 25% of final grade

· Homework & Classwork
~ Approximately 10% of final grade

~Includes textbook readings.  You should be reading the book nightly, ideally previewing the material for the next day.  It is essential that you stay up-to-date with the reading.
~Includes in class assignments, daily classroom conduct, class preparation and participation, as well as Laboratory Behavior.  Breaking lab safety rules will NOT be tolerated.  

***
Please note that the 4th quarter is unique, as much of it takes place after the AP Exam.  Therefore, it will not necessarily follow the approximations listed above.  ***
ABSENSES

Due to the fast pace of this course, it is essential to have good attendance.  If you are absent, you will have the number of days you are absent, plus one; in order to make up all missed material.  If you were absent the day of a test, you will be expected to make it up the day you return.

As per school rule, any student enrolled in a yearlong course (~40 weeks) will be denied credit if they have more than ten (10) unexcused absences during the course.

Expectations 

· You will be required to keep TWO notebooks for this course.  You will need one notebook for classwork as well as a graph ruled composition notebook which will serve as your lab notebook
· It is strongly recommended that you arrive to class with the class notes already printed out.  Notes can be accessed on my website at   http://jkellybiology.weebly.com 
· You are expected to have read through lab procedures before completing any, and all lab exercises.

· On most days I can be found in my room before, and after school.  However it is always best to see prior to ensure that I will be there!

· Electronic devices should only be used with my permission and at no time be used when I am talking!

PROJECTS/TECHNOLOGY

Projects and papers are due the time you walk into class.  Please note

· I must be able to open any powerpoints and/or documents that you create.  If a project cannot be opened, it will be considered late.

· You are expected to have printed all work prior to the beginning of class.  I will not print off your papers unless an extenuating circumstance has been approved AHEAD of time.  Class time is precious and we can’t afford to waste time printing off your work.
· When emailing or sending documents through Google docs, please be mindful that you are sending them to the correct person!  j_kelly@stoughtonschools.org
LABS
In addition to teaching the same content of an Intro Biology course in college, AP Bio is designed to teach the same lab skills as a college course.  You will be expected to utilize critical and creative thinking skills, as wells as problem solving strategies in order to meet the curricular aims of the course.  Understanding of the labs is known to be a focus on the AP exam.   
Please note that some lab activities cannot be made up but you are still responsible for an alternative assignment which demonstrates understanding of the content.  Please make a special effort to be in attendance for all lab activities.
Tests/Quizzes

Exam questions will be based on the Campbell text, your notes, as well as AP exam questions.  Exams will sometimes take more than one class period, and time may be limited just as it is on the AP exam.
CONTACT INFORMATION

As a teacher I am here for you, the students.  If you have any concerns regarding the course, you may contact me at the school.

781-344-7001 ext4101
j_kelly@stoughtonschools.org
http://jkellybiology.weebly.com
I, ____________________________________________ (student name) agree to the rules and expectations as stated above.  I look forward to having an exciting, fun and rewarding year.

Student Signature______________________

Parent Signature________________________

Phone Number_________________________

Parent Email ___________________________
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